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COMMON PRE-BOARD EXAMINATION 2022-23 

Subject:  ENGLISH CORE (301) 

Class: XII                                 Time: 3 Hours  

Date:                Max. Marks: 80     

General Instructions: 

1. 15-minute prior reading time allotted for question paper reading. 

2. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING and LITERATURE. 

3. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. Write the correct question 

    number in your answer sheet to indicate the option/s being attempted.  

 

 SECTION A: READING SKILLS (20 marks)  

I Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. 

(1) It is now being increasingly realised that sports contribute to the physical, 

psychological and emotional well-being of an individual. Sports play a significant role 

in healthy social development and interaction. It helps people learn how to set and 

achieve goals through discipline and hard work. It nurtures the development of 

decision-making and leadership abilities, while teaching people to manage both 

success and failure.  

 

(2) Sports today, face the pressures of modern society and new challenges. When 

sports events like Olympic Games, Commonwealth Games, Asian Games or those 

related to cricket, football, volleyball, tennis, hockey or badminton take place, millions 

of spectators, viewers on television, the internet or listeners on radio become intensely 

engaged, even though only a select few participate. Along with emotions, a large 

amount of money too rides on the performance of sportspersons.  

 

(3) Perhaps that is why, in this highly competitive sports environment, we quite often 

hear about unethical behaviour, which includes doping, abuse of food additives, 

physical and verbal violence, harassment, sexual abuse and trafficking of young sports 

persons, discrimination, exploitation, unequal opportunities, unethical sports 

practices, unfair means, excessive commercialisation and corruption. In this context, 

ethics occupy a critical place.  

 

(4) Ethics, morals and values are used interchangeably in everyday language, though 

these terms are not synonymous. The concept of ethics is technically understood as a 

branch of philosophy that defines what is good for the individual and society and 

establishes the nature of obligations, or duties, that people owe themselves and one 

another. But without going into the complexities of this concept, it is relevant to 

understand ethics as the practice of making principled choices between right and 
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wrong: a code of conduct that guides human behaviour, norms or laws by which 

attitudes and actions are determined to be either “right or wrong”.  

 

(5) The fundamental problem of ethics is determining what constitutes proper conduct. 

It is important to figure out an answer because it defines how individuals, professionals 

in different fields, organisations, associations, federations and corporations choose to 

interact with one another. 

 On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the questions 

given below: 

(10x1= 

10) 

 

1. Spending large amount of money on the performances of the sportspersons is 

intended to: 

(a) To enhance the performance of players     

(b) Compensate the player for his abilities  

(c) Boost the morale of the player                      

(d) Help the player earn more money  

 

2.  “Listeners on radio become intensely engaged _____” Pick the option in which the 

meaning of ‘engaged’ is NOT the same as it is in the passage.  

(a) He was pretty engaged in reading books in the free time.  

(b) Soniya is getting engaged this week.  

(c) The mother is engaged in her new born baby these days.  

(d) The school engages the students in various activities during summer. 

 

 

3.  Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the correct 

sequence of the following descriptions:  

(I) Determination of the fundamental problem of ethics. 

(II) The reality of pressures of modern society and new challenges that sports faces 

today.  

(III) The interchangeable usage of ethics, morals and values in everyday language. 

(IV)Realisation of the contribution of sport to the physical, psychological and 

emotional well-being of an individual. 

(a) (IV), (II), (III), (I)                                 

(b) (I), (II), (III), (IV)  

(c) (III), (I), (II), (IV)                                 

(d) (I), (II), (IV), (III) 

 

 

4. We quite often hear about unethical behaviour in sports. NOT BEING unethical 

means, being  

(a) verbally violent            

(b) physically violent            

(c) morally correct           

(d) abusive  
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5. The social significance of sports is______________ . 

(a) Human interaction and development                                  

(b) Physical wellbeing  

(c) Psychological amelioration                                                 

(d) Emotional wellbeing    

 

 

6. Why does ethics occupy a critical place in sports? 

 (a) It increases competition amongst players                   

(b) It increases brotherhood amongst players  

(c) It curbs unfair game practices  

(d) It hypes up the game 

 

7. The fact that the sportspersons are using methods like harassing and limiting other 

candidates’ opportunities, shows that they are ________. 

(a) ethical                      

(b) moral                  

(c) unethical               

(d) righteous 

 

8. Pick the option showing the CORRECT use of the word ‘dope(ing)’.  

(a) The singer was bad at the start of the show but the way he ended it was dope.  

(b) His father recently got to know about his habit of doping.  

(c) Yesterday, she went to the dope party in the town.  

(d) The counsellor was giving the listeners the dope advices. 

 

 

9. Pick the option that correctly states what DOES NOT happen if the sportsperson is 

morally correct.  

(a) He stops any sort of violence.                     

(b) He stops playing on bets.  

(c) He gets others into sexual harassment.        

(d) He gives opportunities to young players. 

 

 

10. The unethical behaviour in sports leads to:  

(a) promotion of sportspersons in the team     

(b) success of sportsperson in the field  

(c) contentment of sportsperson                      

(d) destruction of sportsperson’s moral values 

 

 

II Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.  

 (1) Dealing with nervousness can sometimes be a difficult thing to do. When you feel 

nervous, you tend to lose control to some extent. You can start to shake and tremble a 

bit or you can start to sweat and even get a bit dizzy. It may seem like a bad thing but 

this feeling that you experience is your body’s way of telling you something. 
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Nervousness is a signal to your mind that you need to get ready. It can sometimes be 

mixed with the feeling of excitement as well.  

(2) There are many situations that can cause a person to feel nervous. It can be a 

situation where you are about to make a speech, appear for an interview or take an 

exam. All of these things can bring out that feeling of anxiety. It can cause you to 

stumble on your words. It can cause you to make a fool out of yourself in public. It 

can cause you to just plain freeze up. It can even cause you to turn around and go back 

the way you came from.  

(3) However, there are ways and means by which you can learn to control nervousness 

and use it to your advantage. The first thing you need to do is understand the reason 

for your nervousness. Most of the times when you get anxious, it means that you aren’t 

as prepared as you think you should be. Often when it’s our first time doing something 

that is outside our comfort zone, we will feel a bit nervous but after we have done it 

over and over, we feel more confident about it. In other words, in order to feel less 

nervous about whatever is causing you to feel that feeling of nervousness, you need 

more practice. There is a difference between feeling nervous because you aren’t 

prepared and feeling excited because you’re anxious to show what you can do. 

(4) We often get nervous because we are afraid of what others might think of us. You 

don’t have to worry about that because more often than not, people are too concerned 

with their own selves to focus on your faults. According to a study conducted on 

Americans, most of the people are afraid of ‘public speaking.’ What are you so afraid 

of? 
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The problem is that we are our own worst critics. American psychologist William 

James believes, “Human beings by changing the inner attitudes of their minds, can 

change the outer aspects of their lives.” Visualise yourself doing a great job. Visualise 

yourself getting the results you want. Visualise receiving praise and appreciation. 

Visualisation and affirmations have the power of bringing about a positive change in 

your thought patterns. Nervousness is something that can be dealt with through 

practice as well as realizing that life is too short to spend too much time worrying. If 

you want to do a good job, be prepared, think positive and practice as much as you 

can. 

 Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below.             10x1 

1. According to the passage, one of the reasons for feeling nervous is the: 

(a) situation of taking an exam                                

(b) lack of physical strength in a person  

(c) problem of mood swings                                    

(d) lack of mental strength 

 

2. Pick the option that lists the statements that are NOT TRUE according to the 

passage.  

(I) There is only a single situation that can cause a person to feel nervous.  

(II) The problem that makes us nervous is the fact that we are our own worst critics.  

(III) Most of the people are afraid of ‘height’ according to a study conducted on 

Americans.  

(IV) Nervousness is normal and it can happen while doing any important activity.  

(a) (I) and (II)              

(b) (II) and (IV)             

(c) (I) and (III)              

(d) (III) and (IV) 

 

3. The word ‘stumble’, as used in paragraph (2), means the same as: 

a) Fall                        

(b) Stammer               

(c) Skip               

(d) Misspell 

 

4. Based on the graphical chart in the passage, choose the option that correctly states 

the depiction of the most feared thing amongst the Americans. 
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(a) Option (I)           

(b) Option (II)             

(c) Option (III)               

(d) Option (IV) 

 

5. “The problem is that we are our own worst critics…..” The idea of being own worst 

critics, is mainly a reference to  

(a) self criticism        

(b) self analysis              

(c) self confidence         

(d) self interrogation 

 

 

6. Based on the given graphical representation of data in the passage, choose the option 

that lists the statements that are TRUE with respect to the fears of the Americans.  

(I) Heights are the second most feared things for Americans.  

(II) Claustrophobia is the only phobia that makes it to the list of top fears.  

(III) 20% of the Americans are afraid of flying.  

(IV) Same per cent of the Americans fear ghosts and drowning. 

 (a) (I) and (IV)  

(b) (I) and (II)                  

(c) (III) and (IV)                      

(d) (II) and (IV 

 

 

7. In the chart, the people’s reaction towards fears depicts that they often get _______ 

(a) excited             

(b) nervous             

(c) ecstatic           

(d) melancholic 

 

 

8. Which of the following statements is NOT substantiated by the information given by 

American psychologist William James?  
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(a) Human beings cannot change the outer aspects of their lives by changing the 

inner attitudes of their minds.  

(b) Human beings can change the outer aspects of their lives by changing the inner 

attitudes of their minds  

(c) Human beings can change the outer aspects of their lives by being positive about 

themselves.  

(d) Human beings need to change the inner thoughts of their mind. 

 

9. Arrange the given fears from being least frightening to the most frightening as per 

the given data. 

(I) drowning (II) clowns (III) blood (IV) snakes 

(a) (I), (II), (III), (IV)                 

(b) (II), (IV), (III), (I)              

(c) (I), (IV), (II), (III)                 

(d) (II), (III), (I), (I) 

 

 

10. According to the survey, which option depicts the highest and lowest feared things in 

Americans? 

 
(a) option (I)               

(b) option (II)                

(c) option (III)            

(d) option (IV) 

 

III SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (20 marks) 

(All the names and addresses used in the questions are fictitious. Resemblance, if 

any, is purely coincidental.)  

 

1. 

A. 

 

 

 

 

B. 

Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.                                                 

You are Sahil Sagar, the President of Nehru Yuva Club, Delhi. You have planned to 

take a trekking trip for 15 days to Rohtang Pass next month. Write a notice giving 

necessary information to invite participants for trekking programme. (50 words) 

OR 

An interhouse skit competition is to be held in Bal Bharati Public School, Bhopal. 

As Arshil /Arshi, Head Boy/Girl of the school, draft a notice in about 50 words to be 

put up on the noticeboard inviting entries. Provide necessary information. 

5 
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2. 

A. 

 

 

 

B. 

Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.                                                  

Rohit has successfully cleared CBSE-PMT. He wants to celebrate his admission to 

Shivaji Medical College, Nagpur by throwing a party to his friends. Write an informal 

invitation giving details of venue, time and date. Do not exceed 50 words. 

OR 

You are the Secretary of the Arts Club of your neighbourhood. Draft an invitation to 

be sent to the residents of the neighbourhood about a Musical Extravaganza planned 

to pay tribute to the Ghazal king, Jagjit Singh at Kamani Auditorium.  

5 

3. 

A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. 

Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.                                                  

You are Aditi/Aditya Verma of 27, Begham Pul, Meerut. A tanning factory is 

proposed to be set up in the new industrial area just across the playing fields of your 

school. You feel strongly about this plan as it would prove disastrous for the health of 

young children as well as other citizens. Your protests to the authorities have borne 

no fruit. Write a letter to the Editor of ‘The Times of India’ highlighting the problem 

and offering suggestions. (120 –150 words) 

OR 

You are Charles Mathew. Recently you read an advertisement for the post of Systems 

Analyst in IRWTC Technologies Ltd., Maryland USA. Write an application for this 

job in 120- 150 words.  

5 

4. 

A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. 

Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.                                                         

While reading about new places and searching for them online has its merits, the 

advantages of actually travelling to various destinations far exceed them. Write an 

article in 120-150 words for the magazine ‘Travel Times’, evaluating both these 

options. You may use the cues given below along with your own ideas. You are Amrit/ 

Amrita.  

• Builds confidence • Make friends and memories • Experience new cultures  

• Expands knowledge 

OR 

You are Radha/Ramesh. As part of E-learning promotion drive, your school was 

invited to visit ‘The New Learning – E-learning’, a prominent E-learning company. 

Write a report on the visit for your school magazine in 120-150 words.  

5 

 

 

 

SECTION C - LITERATURE (40 marks) 

 

IV Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context.  

1. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given.  6x1 

1.A. 

 

 

 

 

a. 

A thing of beauty is a joy forever 

Its loveliness increases, it will never 

Pass into nothingness 

But will keep a bower quiet for us 

 

Name the poet of these lines. 
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b. 

 

 

 

 

 

c. 

 

 

 

 

 

d. 

 

 

 

 

 

e. 

 

 

 

 

 

f. 

i) Stephen Spender               

ii) John Keats          

iii) Pablo Neruda          

 iv) Robert Frost 

 

What do you understand by “bower”? 

i) house              

ii) shelter under the shade of trees        

iii) bouquet         

iv) garland 

 

According to the poet, a thing of beauty is 

i) never joyful              

ii) creates sadness               

iii) a joy forever      

 iv) horrible to look at 

 

The beauty of lovely things 

i) increases                

ii) decreases                     

iii) gets divided            

iv) is short-lived 

 

Beautiful things ‘never pass into nothingness’ means that they 

i) never increase                                                 

ii) never fade away 

iii) always bring unhappiness                            

iv) create unpleasantness between friends 

 

‘Will keep a bower quiet for us’ means 

i) will give us peace and calm                        

ii) will stop unpleasant sounds 

iii) will make our beds fit to sleep                  

iv) reduce noise pollution 

 OR  

1.B. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes 1 feel myself I can hardly bear 

The thought of so much childish longing in vain, 

The sadness that lurks near the open window there, 

That waits all day in almost open prayer 

For the squeal of brakes, the sound of a stopping car, 

Of all the thousand selfish cars that pass. 
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    a. 

 

 

 

 

 

b. 

 

 

 

 

 

c. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. 

 

 

 

 

 

e. 

 

 

 

 

 

f. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word ‘childish’ is used to refer to 

i) the farmer’s child-like innocence.       

ii) the farmer’s innocent faith in mankind. 

iii) the immature act of the farmer.           

iv) both i and ii 

 

The poet finds it intolerable to bear 

i) the entrapment of the farmers. 

ii) their waiting in vain for one of the selfish cars to stop. 

iii) their loss of faith in mankind. 

iv) both i and ii 

 

Why is the longing a vain one? 

i) because the farmer is being vain. 

ii) because the farmer has reposed his faith in his fellow beings. 

iii) because not one passer-by stops to serve the farmers purpose of putting up the 

roadside stand. 

iv) both ii and iii 

 

The cars stopped to 

i) buy the berries.                          

ii) reverse.             

iii) ask for directions.                    

iv) reverse, ask directions, buy petrol. 

 

The poetic device used in ‘sadness lurks’ is 

i) Personification              

ii) Assonance             

iii) Metaphor           

iv) Transferred epithet 

 

What is the farmer’s state of mind? 

i) he wants money 

ii) the farmer is haunted by the sadness 

iii) the farmer is hopefully lurking behind the window for a car to stop 

iv) the farmer waits with a sad heart for a car to stop 

 

2. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given.                                                        4x1 
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2.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. 

 

 

 

 

 

b. 

 

 

 

 

 

c. 

 

 

 

 

 

d. 

 

To make sure, I walked over to a newsboy and glanced at the stack of papers at his 

feet. It was The World; and The World hasn’t been published for years. The lead story 

said something about President Cleveland. I’ve found that front page since, in the 

Public Library files, and it was printed June 11, 1894. I turned toward the ticket 

windows knowing that here — on the third level at Grand Central — I could buy tickets 

that would take Louisa and me anywhere in the United States we wanted to go. In the 

year 1894. And I wanted two tickets to Galesburg, Illinois. Have you ever been there? 

It’s a wonderful town still, with big old frame houses, huge lawns, and tremendous 

trees whose branches meet overhead and roof the streets. And in 1894, summer 

evenings were twice as long, and people sat out on their lawns, the men smoking cigars 

and talking quietly, the women waving palm-leaf fans, with the fire-flies all around, 

in a peaceful world.  

 

What did the narrator want ‘to make sure’? 

i) He was not on the third level.           

ii) He was not on the second level.  

iii) He was on the third level.                

iv) The date printed on the newspaper was correct. 

 

The word ‘glanced’ means the same as: 

i) Looked down upon             

ii) Glimpsed            

iii) Gaped             

iv) Stared  

 

Why did Charley want to go to Illinois?  

i) In 1894 he could go anywhere in the United States.         

ii) It was easy to get there. 

iii) His friend Sam was there.                                          

iv) He could lead an idyllic life there.  

 

What kind of life did the people of Illinois lead? 

i) A comfortable life 

ii) A relief of relief 

iii) A life of tranquility              

iv) A wonderful life  

 

 OR 

 

 

2.B. 

 

 

“Well, well!” the old man said in a tone of amazement, “so I did! But you see, I was 

suffering a good deal. The truth is, I thought of nothing but myself. In short, I forgot 

my promise to you.”  
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a. 

 

 

 

 

 

b. 

 

 

 

 

 

c. 

 

 

 

 

 

d. 

 

 

 

 

The old man referred to is ________________. 

i) the General 

ii) Sadao’s father  

iii) the gardener  

iv) Professor Harley  

 

The promise that was given to the listener was  

i) rise in the pay.  

ii) promotion.  

iii) transfer.  

iv) the assassination of the American.  

 

From the speaker’s words it is clear that he was 

i) a case of self-absorption.  

ii) apologetic.  

iii) honest.  

iv) all of the above.  

 

The old man had forgotten his promise because  

i) he was insincere.  

ii) he was too busy.  

iii) he was under treatment.  

iv) he had many promises to keep.  

3. Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given.                                                  6x1 

3.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. 

 

 

 

 

 

b. 

 

 

I heard M. Hamel say to me, ‘I won‘t scold you, little Franz; you must feel bad enough. 

See how it is! Every day we had said to ourselves, ‘Bah! I’ve plenty of time. I will learn 

it tomorrow.’ And now you see where we’ve come out. Ah, that is the great trouble 

with Alsace; she puts off learning till tomorrow. Now those fellows out there will have 

the right to say to you,’ How is it; you pretend to be Frenchmen, and yet you can 

neither speak nor write your own language? ‘But you are not the worst, poor little 

Franz. We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with.’ 

 

M. Hamel has a feeling of __________ towards the people of Alsace. 

i) appreciation             

ii) anger             

iii) contempt             

iv) gratitude 

 

People of Alsace have a general attitude of _____________. 

i) promptitude            

ii) alacrity            
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c. 

 

 

 

 

 

d. 

 

 

 

 

 

e. 

 

 

 

 

 

f. 

iii) dilatoriness              

iv) punctuality 

 

‘Those fellows’ in the extract refers to ____________. 

i) Frenchmen          

ii) Prussians  

iii) students who did not get admission at this school 

iv) common people gathered at the town hall 

 

Franz must feel bad enough for  

i) being late to reach school. 

ii) creating a distraction in the classroom. 

iii) not reading the bulletin board at the town hall.  

iv) not reciting rules for participles correctly. 

 

Find the word which is not similar in meaning to the word ‘reproach’. 

i) Criticise          

 ii) Blame           

iii) Admire            

iv) Reprimand  

 

What were the things being taken for granted by the people of Alsace? 

i) Time and learning at school                      

ii) Money and power 

iii) Defeats in battles                                    

iv) Lives of elderly people 

 OR  

3.B. 

 

 

 

 

 

     a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But Champaran did not begin as an act of defiance. It grew out out of an attempt to 

alleviate the distress of large number of peasants. This was the typical Gandhi pattern-

his politics was intertwined with the practical day-to-day problems of the millions. His 

was not a loyalty to abstractions. It was a loyalty to living human beings. In everything 

Gandhi did, he tried to mould a new free Indian who could stand on his own feet and 

thus make India Free. 

Select the suitable option for the given statements based on the extract  

A) His was not a loyalty to abstractions; it was a loyalty to living Human beings 

B) Gandhi was Humanitarian at heart  

Options: 

i)  A is the cause of B                                  

ii) B is the effect of A 

iii)  B can be inferred from A                      

iv) A and B are independent of each other 
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b 

 

 

 

 

 

c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d 

 

 

 

 

 

e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f 

 

 

 

 

The extract does not talk about 

i) details of the daily problems faced by human beings. 

ii) efforts to relieve suffering of the common people. 

iii) the reason for the occurrence of Champaran. 

iv) Gandhi's principles in the field of politics.   

 

Gandhiji wanted to mould a new free Indian who could stand on his own feet. 

This means that the new free Indian is ______. 

i) courageous        

ii) self-reliant             

iii) strong-willed            

iv) empowered 

 

The meaning for the word 'alleviate' is _____________. 

i) increase                

ii)aggravate       

iii) reduce            

iv) prevent 

 

“An act of defiance…..” choose the option listing the sentence that is the most 

appropriate 

i) She picked up the telephone terrified, of what was about to come. 

ii) At the same time there was a thud at the door and that scared her. 

iii) She was curious and wanted to open it as soon as possible. 

iv) Her mother tried to stop her several times but she went ahead nevertheless. 

 

Pick out the option that contains words that state that Gandhi was an able leader. 

i) Powerless, mighty, dreaded and unquestioned 

ii) Co-operate, regulate, polite and friendly 

iii) Challenged, mighty and unquestioned. 

iv) Naïve, diffident, evasive and peaceful 

V. Answer ANY FIVE of the following in about 40-50 words each.  5x2 

i) 

 

What was the great deal of national integration that was prevalent in the makeup 

department? 

 

ii) 

 

Edla and the Crofter gave food and shelter to the peddler. The peddler transformed his 

ways after a short association with Edla while he robbed the Crofter. Why?  

 

iii) 

 

Though Aunt Jennifer created Tigers on the panel, she differed from them greatly. 

How? 

 

iv) 

 

‘His dreams loom like a mirage’. Whose dreams are being referred to and why are 

they compared to a mirage? 
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v) 

 

What kind of a utopian world does Pablo Neruda visualise and what does he suggest 

to achieve it? 

 

vi) 

 

‘The Name of the Rose’ is a very ‘serious novel’. Yet it enjoyed a mass audience. Give 

reasons for its popularity. 

 

VI. Attempt ANY TWO of the three questions given below in 40-50 words each.                                                                                                                                 

2x2 

i) While attending the American, what risks was Dr. Sadao inflicting on his life and his 

prestige? 

 

ii) How does the author satirize the upbringing and education of crown princes of 

Indian States? 

 

iii) “Untouchability is not acceptable at any cost”. How does Bama decide to protest it? 

Why does she find it an inhuman act? 

 

VII. Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions in 120-150 words.            1x5 

i. Desire, determination and diligence lead to success. Explain the value of these 

qualities in the light of Douglas’ experience in ‘Deep Water’. 

 

 OR  

ii. ‘Gandhiji’s leadership, dedication, honesty, love for truth and sense of responsibility 

towards his fellowmen made him a great leader.’ Elucidate.  

 

VIII

. 

Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 120-150 words.                    1x5 

i. The author calls her two-week stay in Antarctica, ‘a chilling prospect’. How far do 

you think is she justified? What other features of the Antarctic environment are 

highlighted? 

 

 OR  

ii. Apparent illogicality sometimes turns out to be a futuristic projection? Discuss. (The 

Third Level) 

 

 

****** 

 


